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Abstract
Living in America can be difficult at times. 
The amount of low income families is 
rising as years go on and no one seems 
to notice. Parents who have no college 
degree, low paying jobs with no benefits, 
or no job at all can make it difficult to 
provide for a family. Children also 
experience challenges of their own that 
their parents may not be aware of. 
Together a family can endure the 
hardship of being evicted from their 
home.
Key Points
● Parents will often do odd jobs in 
order to make more money (Hill & 
Kauff, 2002, p. 3)
● Children get jobs of their own to help 
pay bills.
● “Families in $2-a-day poverty who 
must double up with friends or 
relatives sometimes find themselves 
in a perfect storm of risk for sexual, 
emotional, or physical abuse” (Edin
& Shaefer, 2015, p. 79).  
Conclusion 
Poverty in America is rising. The 
cost of daily living to live, not survive 
is roughly around $59,000 (Young & 
Callihan, 2019). However, there are 
many families that make below that 
and have many children to take care 
of.
It can be difficult to fully understand 
the struggles families face when it 
comes to finances. Further 
information could be conducted by 
visiting organizations that aid people 
with low incomes to hear their side. 
Also parents and children could be 
interviewed to gain a better 
understanding of the real life 
struggles.
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